
Lighting the Darkness LU K E  2 : 1 - 2 0



1.God brings light from political darkness

2.God brings light from personal 

darkness

3.Our response: Lighting up the night in 

our lives.



(vs 1-6) “In those days a decree went out 
from Caesar Augustus that all the world 

should be registered. This was the 
first registration when Quirinius was 
governor of Syria. And all went to be 

registered, each to his own town. And 
Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the 

town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of 
David, which is called Bethlehem, because 

he was of the house and lineage of 
David, to be registered with Mary, his 

betrothed, who was with child. And while 
they were there, the time came for her to 

give birth.”



Prov 21:1

“The king’s heart is a 

stream of water in 

the hand of the 

LORD. He turns it 

wherever He will.”



Micah 5:2

But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who 

are too little to be among the clans 

of Judah, from you shall come forth for 

me one who is to be ruler in Israel, 

whose coming forth is from of old, from 

ancient days.”



“And Joseph also went up from 
Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, 
to Judea, to the city of David, which 
is called Bethlehem, because he was 
of the house and lineage of David, to 
be registered with Mary, his 
betrothed, who was with child. And 
while they were there, the time 
came for her to give birth.”



Luke 12:7

“And she gave birth to her 

firstborn son and wrapped 

him in swaddling cloths and 

laid him in a manger, 

because there was no place 

for them in the inn. “



Luke 12:8

“And in the same region 

there were shepherds 

out in the field, keeping 

watch over their flock 

by night.” 



God makes light come out of the 
dark. 



Gen 1:1

“In the beginning, God created the 

heavens and the earth. The earth 

was without form and void, and 

darkness was over the face of the 

deep. And the Spirit of God was 

hovering over the face of the 

waters. And God said, “Let there be 

light,” and there was light.”



Rev 12:23

“And the city has no need of sun or 

moon to shine on it, for the glory of God 

gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb. 

By its light will the nations walk, and the 

kings of the earth swill bring their glory 

into it, and its gates will never be shut 

by day—and there will be no night 

there.”



Col 1:13 “He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the 
kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 
He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For by him all things 
were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones 
or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for
him. And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together. And he is the 
head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in 
everything he might be preeminent. For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to 
dwell, and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in 
heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross. And you, who once were alienated 
and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, he has now reconciled in his body of flesh by 
his death, in order to present you holy and blameless and above reproach before 
him, if indeed you continue in the faith, stable and steadfast, not shifting from the 
hope of the gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed in all creation under 
heaven, and of which I, Paul, became a minister.”



Luke 2:8-20 “And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over 
their flock by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. And the angel said to them, “Fear 
not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you 
is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for 
you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” And suddenly 
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, “Glory to 
God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”  When the 
angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over 
to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to 
us.” And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a 
manger. And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them 
concerning this child. And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told 
them. But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart. And the shepherds 
returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told 
them.”



“How do we 
shine the light 
of God into our 
lives in the 
midst of our 
darkness?”

1. Fear Not (10a)

2. Rejoice in the Gospel (10b-12)

3. Praise God! (13-14)

4. Obedience (15-16)



1. Fear Not (10a)

John 3:36 “Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever 

does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God It’s 

remains on him.”



Rom 8:38 “What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be 
against us? He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how 
will he not also with him graciously give us all things? Who shall bring any 
charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to condemn? Christ 
Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the 
right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. Who shall separate us 
from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, 
or nakedness, or danger, or sword? As it is written, “For your sake we are being 
killed all the day long; we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” No, in all 
these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am 
sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor 
things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.”



2. Rejoice in the Gospel (vs. 10b-12)

Rom 8:3 “By sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he 

condemned sin in the flesh, in order that the righteous requirement of the law might 

be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit…For 

all who are led by the Spirit of God are fsons6 of God. For you did not receive the 

spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as 

sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” The Spirit himself bears witness with our 

spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow 

heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified 

with him.” 



3. Praise God! (vs. 13-14)

Phil 4: “Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. Let your 

reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; do not be anxious 

about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving 

let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which 

surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 

Jesus. Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, 

whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any 

excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.”



4. Obedience 
(vs 15-16)

“When the angels went away from 

them into heaven, the shepherds 

said to one another, “Let us go 

over to Bethlehem and see this 

thing that has happened, which 

the Lord has made known to 

us.” And they went with haste and 

found Mary and Joseph, and the 

baby lying in a manger.”



Luke 2:17–20

“And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been 

told them concerning this child. And all who heard it wondered at 

what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured up all these 

things, pondering them in her heart. And the shepherds returned, 

glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had 

been told them.”



Our personal 
obedience 
strengthens 
other 
believers.

• 2 Cor 1:5 “For as we share abundantly in Christ’s 

sufferings, so through Christ we share abundantly in 

comfort too.”

• Heb 10:23 “Let us hold fast the confession of our hope 

without wavering, for he who promised is faithful. And 

let us consider how to stir up one another to love and 

good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the 

habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the 

more as you see the Day drawing near.”



Rom 16:25

“Now to him who is able to strengthen you 
according to my gospel and the preaching of 
Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the 
mystery that was kept secret for long ages but 
has now been disclosed and through the 
prophetic writings has been made known to all 
nations, according to the command of the 
eternal God, to bring about the obedience of 
faith— to the only wise God be glory 
forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen.”


